
Celebrating a Decade of Growth

Our Mission

As the new President of WIDA, I would like to extend a sincere 
thank you to Matt Schelling for his time and service as the 
President of WIDA the past two years. We look forward to having 
him continue on the board as the Past President. 

We had a great turn out at our annual meeting in January, 
and we thank everyone who made it to help us celebrate our 
accomplishments in 2017 and our accomplishments over the past 
10 years. Some special thanks go out to our emcee, Rick Kreykes, 
and agricultural comedian, Tim Moffett, for helping us to have a 
fun night celebrating our ten-year anniversary. 

We also welcomed four new board members at our annual 
meeting:
 •  Anna Van Ess, Van Ess Dairy
 •  Adam Maassen, Maassen Dairy
 •  Eric Metzger, Summit Farm
 •  Ron Smit, Deluxe Feeds

Congratulations to the new board members on being elected to 
serve on the Western Iowa Dairy Alliance Board of Directors. We 
are excited to have them on the team and look forward to working 
with them. 

It is hard to believe that ten years have already gone by, but the 
past ten years have been very productive and successful years 
for WIDA. We’ve hosted nine open house events, we have hosted 
four dairy days at the clay county fair, donated dairy products 
to numerous schools and community organizations and events, 
and we have increased our partnerships to amplify our voice in 
educational and legislative arenas. 

We have grown from forty-four producer and industry members 
in 2007 to over one hundred and ten producer and industry 
members in 2016. Our members are the backbone of the 
organization, and without the help of our members, WIDA would 
not be where it is today. 

We will continue our strategic planning efforts to carry out our 
mission each and every year, which will allow us to grow and 
do even more as an organization. We already have numerous 
events and activities planned for 2017, and we look forward to 
another successful year. I am honored to be serving as WIDA’s 
President for the next two years and am excited to see what we 
will accomplish over the next 10 years.  

Evan Metzger, Multi-Rose Jerseys 
WIDA President
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Western Iowa Dairy Alliance is a unified voice for 
western Iowa dairy producers to support farm families, 
engage with consumers, advocate for this essential 
industry and build the next generation of leaders.



WIDA Dairy Farmer Spotlight
The dairy farmer member spotlight is on Davis Dairy, which is located near Gilmore City, IA. Davis 
Dairy was established in 1903, and today, Davis Dairy is home to 85 dairy cows. Their herd is 
comprised of Holsteins, Jerseys, and HoJos. Glenn Davis has been involved in his family’s dairy for 
more than 40 years, and Tracie Philips joined Davis Dairy in June 2006. Tracie was hired as a calf 
care taker, but since then, she has been doing the milking and has been helping out with everything 
else that takes place at Davis Dairy. Both Glenn and Tracie enjoy working on the dairy everyday as no 
two days are alike; every day is a little different than the day before. They also enjoy hosting students, 
teachers, and families at their May Dairy Day at their farm every year. Their Dairy Day started out 
with 60 students and has grown to over 420 students. 

Glenn and Tracie appreciate being members of WIDA as it gives them the opportunity to get answers 
or advice from other dairy producers who are a part of WIDA. They also appreciate the resources 
WIDA provides for them for their May Dairy Day. 

New Board Leadership Elected
At the 2017 February board meeting, the WIDA Board of Directors elected a new executive team that 
will serve through the 2017 and 2018 membership years. 

Evan Metzger, President
Eric Van Wyk, Vice President
Anna Van Ess, Treasurer
John Brantsen, Secretary
Matt Schelling, Past President

Congratulations to the new executive team! Thank you for stepping up to take on these new roles 
and responsibilities on behalf of WIDA’s members. Thank you to outgoing WIDA board members for 
your time and service on the WIDA board and to the dairy industry: Nancy Jones, Jones Dairy; Londa 
Boogerd, Boogerd Dairy; Brian Cuperus, Central Veterinary Clinic.

IA Dairy Industry Represented at 
World Ag Expo
The Iowa dairy industry was represented again this year at the 2017 World Ag Expo in Tulare, 
California. Dairy Iowa hosted a booth at the expo this year, and WIDA members, Eric and Cheryl 
Van Wyk were able to attend the show and help out in the booth. Sue Ann Claudon, ISDA Executive 
Director, and Iowa Corn representatives also worked in the booth and met with exhibitors to discuss 
the dairy industry in Iowa. 

Save the Date!
Our 10th Annual June Dairy Month Open House will be taking place on Wednesday, June 28, 2017 
at Summit Dairy, 5564 390th St., Primghar, IA 51245. Join us from 4pm to 7pm on Wednesday, June 
28, for tours of the dairy, a meal, and kids’ activities.  If you are interested in volunteering, contact 
info@wiadairy.com or 712-441-5308.
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Central Plains Dairy Expo will be taking place from March 28-30, 2017 at the 
Sanford Premier Center Complex in Sioux Falls, SD. WIDA will again have a booth 
at the Expo this year, and we will be in booth #69. Be sure to stop by, enter for a 
chance to win door prizes, and ask any questions you may have about WIDA.
 
Don’t forget to get your tickets for the Ag Prayer Breakfast, which will be taking 
place on Wednesday, March 29 of the expo. Rita Vander Kooi, with Ocheda Dairy, 
will be the keynote speaker at the breakfast, and music will be provided by Heidi 
Fehlhafer, worship leader at New Life Reformed Church in Sioux Center, and 
members of her praise band. 

Students Learn All About Dairy
Even though June is dairy month, students in Siouxland learned all about the dairy industry in February. Siouxland Agriculture in the 
Classroom shared dairy lessons with students, and students learned how to make butter. WIDA donated cheese sticks that were handed out 
during the lessons, and WIDA also provided Siouxland Agriculture in the Classroom with cow hats, which were a huge hit with the students 
again this year.  Siouxland Agriculture in the Classroom also did a FarmChat of Plymouth Dairy Farms. Scott Thoms, the herd manager at 
Plymouth Dairy Farms, did a great job of explaining what takes place on a dairy farm and how the cows are taken care of on a daily basis. 
The FarmChat was done with the Facebook live tool, so you can visit the WIDA or Siouxland Agriculture in the Classroom Facebook pages to 
check out the video.

Looking Back at WIDA’s Formation
By Jenna Riediger, WIDA Executive Director

When I first started with WIDA in May, I made a commitment to learn as much about WIDA’s history as I possibly could. I wanted to hear 
the story behind the organization since 2017 marked the 10-year anniversary for WIDA. So, I decided to interview some of the original 
board members that helped lay the foundation for WIDA. Chris Mondak, who is currently the Assistant Director for Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Extension & Outreach at Iowa State University, played an instrumental role in developing the organization we have today, so I 
interviewed Chris to learn more about the formation of WIDA. 

In 2007, Chris was the Dairy Specialist for ISU Extension & Outreach. When she first started, she spent time meeting with producers to learn 
more about themselves and their dairy operation. Doing this allowed Chris to see the differences that existed between dairying in Northeast 
and Western Iowa. Chris said that dairy producers in Western Iowa felt disconnected from other dairy groups in the state and in the region, 
and this disconnect is what ultimately fueled the formation of WIDA. Dairy producers and industry folks teamed up to help create the 
organization that we have today. Because early WIDA leaders wanted to strengthen connections between dairy producers across the state, 
they decided that every member of WIDA also becomes a member of Iowa State Dairy Association (ISDA).  In this way, Western Iowa dairy 
producers have a voice, and by supporting ISDA, all Iowa dairy producers continue to have a voice. Chris said that we have the hard work of 
everyone, both producers and industry partners, to thank for helping with the creation of WIDA. Chris said it is incredible what WIDA has 
achieved in the last 10 years, and she is excited to see what WIDA will do in the future. 

See You at Central 
Plains Dairy Expo! 
March 28-30, 2017



 2017 Gold Members

2017 Silver Members

Alta Genetics
American Agco Trading Company
American State Bank
Automated Waste Systems LLC
Associated Milk Producers Inc. 
Bakker Consulting
Central Valley Dairy Supply
Cooperative Farmers Elevator
Dairy Farmers of America
Dean Foods
Fabers Farm Equipment
Farmers Mutual Insurance
Farmers Coop Society

Thank you to all of the industry partners who have renewed their 2017 membership to date. And, thank you to several new Silver and Bronze 
members this year. If you do not see your company’s name here, visit www.wiadairy.com for membership information or contact Jenna at 712-
441-5308 or info@wiadairy.com.

 2017 Bronze Members
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2017 Industry Partner Members 

Franken Custom
Funke Custom Baling & Hay Sales
Gorter’s Clay & Dairy Equipment
GPS Dairy Consulting
Hull Co-op Association
Iowa Area Development Group
Kroese & Kroese
Lyon REC 
Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative
North West REC
Peoples Bank
Post Equipment

Prairie State/Select Sires
Primebank
ProAg Engineering, Inc.
Sheehan Mack Sales & Equipment
Sheldon Livestock
Sioux Automation Center, Inc. 
Sooland Bobcat
Trans Ova Genetics
Tri-State Calf Products, Inc
Tri-State Ready Mix
Wells Enterprises
Zinpro Corporation


