
PLANNING FOR OUR MEMBERS

Our Mission

Need dairy products? We can help!

It is hard to believe that we are more than half way through the 
2017 year. We have had great success with the events we have 
hosted throughout the year thus far, and the 2017 June Dairy 
Month Open House was no exception. We had a great turn out 
again this year, serving close to 1,500 people, and we could not have 
done it without our sponsors and volunteers. Thank you to those 
folks and to the Westra family for hosting our 10th Annual June 
Dairy Month Open House. 

We have more events taking place in 2017 that we are excited about, 
but since WIDA’s new fiscal year starts in November, our strategic 
planning efforts for 2018 are well underway. We are looking 

forward to 2018, and some of the topics that we are focusing on this 
year include processing capacity and labor reform. These are two 
of the many topics of interest that we have discussed, and we look 
forward to putting together programs and building and continuing 
partnerships that will help us address issues that are important to 
our members. 

If you have any questions about your membership or have any 
comments about topics that are important to you, please let us 
know. Remember, this is YOUR organization, and we want to 
continue to meet the needs of our members. You can contact us at 
712-441-5308 or info@wiadairy.com. 

We are now taking dairy product donation requests for our 2018 fiscal year. If you are interested in requesting dairy products for the 
2018 year, please contact us at 712-441-5308 or email us at info@wiadairy.com. Forms are also available on WIDA’s website at www.
wiadairy.com in the News & Events section. We have a limited budget, but we want to try and help as many organizations as we can. 
Getting your requests in now will help us plan the 2018 year. 

Evan Metzger, Multi-Rose Jerseys 
WIDA President
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Western Iowa Dairy Alliance is a unified voice for 
western Iowa dairy producers to support farm families, 
engage with consumers, advocate for this essential 
industry and build the next generation of leaders.
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June Dairy Month Celebrations

Dairy Day at the Clay County 
Fair is just Around the Corner!
We are gearing up for our Dairy Day at the Clay County Fair on Friday, September 15. We are 
looking for volunteers to help with food samples, education exhibits, and kids activities throughout 
the day. If you would like to volunteer, contact us at 712-441-5308 or info@wiadairy.com.

10th Annual June Dairy Month Open House Thank you to John and Rachelle 
Westra and their family and everyone at Summit Dairy for hosting the 10th Annual June Dairy 
Month Open House. Also, thank you to the sponsors and all the volunteers who made the event 
possible and run smoothly. Visitors enjoyed the dairy farm tour and kids’ fun zone. Thanks to Iowa 
Corn Growers, Iowa Soybean Association, Midwest Dairy Association, Siouxland Agriculture in 
the Classroom, and ISU Extension and Outreach – Sioux County for providing fun activities for 
the kids. And, a special thank you to the Center Farmers and Highlanders 4-H Clubs and Unity 
Christian FFA members who kept the parking and food areas well organized throughout the night. 
We couldn’t do it without everyone’s help! 

Dairy Day at the LaunchPAD Children’s Museum We celebrated June Dairy 
Month at the LaunchPAD Children’s Museum in Sioux City on June 27. We played an educational 
game with the kids and offered prizes and dairy treats to children and parents who came to the 
museum that day. We also want to thank Dykstra Dairy for bringing a calf to the museum. Both the 
parents and children loved seeing the calf and learning more about calf care on a dairy farm. 



WIDA Dairy Farmer Spotlight
The Eggink family started with Leroy’s grandfather, Herman Eggink, and he came to the United States in the 1920’s  by himself as a 
teenager. Herman left his parents and 10 siblings in Holland, and he started milking on his own in the late 20’s. He moved to the Sibley 
farm in the early 40’s, and Leroy’s uncle, Harold, started milking with Herman, post military service. Harold built a tie stall barn in the 
early 70’s, and Leroy started working for Harold when he was in Jr. High. After graduating from high school, Leroy started milking back on 
his grandfather’s farm and rented 80 acres all while still helping Harold. Leroy continued to milk on his grandfather’s farm for the next 10 
years, and in 1987, he bought the 80 acres he was renting and married his wife, Kolette, in the spring of 1988. Kolette and Leroy lived on the 
80 acres and milked 20 cows until the mid 1990’s. At that time, Harold sold half of his herd and moved the cows to the tie stall barn. A few 
years later, Harold left the milking business, so Leroy took over the whole herd of 40 cows. 

In December of 1997, Leroy and Kolette’s daughter, Sara, was born, and their son, Jacob, came along in January of 2003. The Eggink family 
built a new home on Harold’s farm, and the family currently resides there today. The Eggink family milks between 45-50 cows, and Harold 
will still help with field work and Leroy’s dad will help with chores in the evening and will help with repair work. The Eggink’s milk mostly 
registered Holsteins, but they do have a few Jerseys with Leroy’s brother, who lives in central Minnesota.  Other family members will help 
the Egginks with chores when needed, but most of the time Leroy and Jacob take care of the chores. Leroy enjoys being a dairy farmer and 
having time to plan and reflect while he is out doing chores and milking the cows. Leroy also enjoys being a member of WIDA. He believes 
that WIDA is an organization that has really kept the spotlight on dairy in this area and has brought new energy to people in this area.  

Wilcox Family Receives Good Farm Neighbor Award
The Wilcox family of Marcus, IA was named as the recipient of the Wergin Good Farm Neighbor award. Mark and Sara Wilcox, along with 
their youngest son, Joe, raise a 70-head milking herd of registered Holsteins. Mark believes that communication is key in this industry. 
“When you live in rural Iowa, you’ve got to be able to communicate, and because of the nature of having livestock, it’s incumbent upon us 
as we’re out here to explain what we’re doing and why we’re doing it,” said Mark.  

The Wergin Good Farm Neighbor award recognizes Iowa livestock farmers who take pride in doing things right. This includes caring for 
the environment and their livestock and being good neighbors. It is an opportunity to tell the story of responsible livestock farming in Iowa 
and highlight the families who make it so successful. The award is presented by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
and Iowa Ag Radio Network, and the Coalition to Support Iowa’s Farmers. An award ceremony was held for the family on June 5th in 
Cleghorn. Iowa Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, Mike Naig, presented the award to the family. Congratulations to Mark and Sara Wilcox 
and their family for all their hard work and for being named the recipients of the Wergin Good Farm Neighbor award.
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Visit us online at www.wiadairy.com  
on Facebook at Western Iowa Dairy Alliance
on Twitter @WIowaDairy 
and Instagram @WesternIowaDairy

Thank you to all of the companies who made the 2017 June Dairy Month Open House possible. With your help, we reached more than 
1,500 people in three hours!  

 2017 Gold Members

June Dairy Month Open House Sponsors 

2017 Open House Sponsors

Alltech
AMPI
American Agco Trading 
Automated Waste Systems
Bakker Consulting, Inc.
Bomgaars
B & R Excavating
Calumet Manure Management
Central Vet Clinic Sioux Center
Commstock Investments
Dean Foods

Deluxe Animal Health
Farmers Mutual Ins. – Hull
Franken Custom Chopping
Freeburg Hay, LLC
ICON Ag – Paullina
Kroese & Kroese, PC  CPAs
Midwest PMS LLC 
North West REC
O’Brien County Farm Bureau
Perspective Insurance
Phileo-Lesaffre Animal Care

Pro Ag Engineering, Inc.
Schreier Pumping Inc
Tom’s Repair
Tri-State Calf Products, Inc.
Van Zee Enterprises
Veterinary Medical Center
Wells Enterprises
Wells Fargo, National Food & Agribusi-
ness
Ziegler CAT


