
WIDA news 

As I write this 2020 is turning out to be one of the 
most unusual years most of us have ever experi-
enced. We all have been affected one way or anoth-
er from the Coronavirus pandemic. We at WIDA are 
still not sure exactly how this will affect what we do 
but we will continue on with what we are able to.  
Brandi will pass on what we feel is the most perti-
nent information to our members. As dairy produc-
ers, we are a very resilient group and I am sure the 
dairy industry will survive through this and more 
people will realize the importance of American farm-
ers. So much of the news is focused on Washington 
DC and what is going on there. It is somewhat ironic 
that Jason Brockshus and I were able to participate in 
the NMPF immigration fly-in on March 11-12 in 
Washington DC. This was just before the Senate 
offices went into shut down and were not allowing 
visitors after the 12th. The purpose of our trip was to 
visit with Senators about immigration legislation and 
encourage them to pass the bill that the House 
passed last year or take it upon themselves to pass 
their own legislation. NMPF gave us talking points 
and a lobbyist from NMPF joined us on Capitol Hill to 
do our visits. There were producers from all over the 
country attending this event with us. Jason and I 
were joined in our group by producers from South 
Dakota and Nebraska. We were able to meet face to 
face with Senator Rounds and Senator Thune from 

South Dakota. We also visited with staff members from 
Senator Grassley, Senator Ernst, and Senator Sasse offices. 
They were all very receptive to us and listened to us how 
current immigration policy affects our dairy farms. I wish I 
could bring a real positive report about what will happen 
in the Senate this year regarding immigration. At this time, 
it does not appear from our visits that the Senate will take 
up immigration reform this year. It is a very political issue 
as most of you are aware of. Everyone we talked to was 
aware of how the current system is broken but the Repub-
licans and Democrats cannot come to an agreement on 
this issue at this time. The one thing that may change this 
is if the Supreme Court makes a ruling on the constitution-
ality of DACA this summer. That may force the hand of 
Congress to act. At the least, we were able to tell our story 
and maybe affect some change in the future. It was a very 
informative trip and we got to see how Congress works 
behind the scenes. If anyone has more questions about the 
trip Jason or I would be very glad to talk with you about it.  

 In closing, WIDA appreciates all the support from produc-
er and industry partners alike. Together we can do much 
more than standing alone. We are here to be your voice 
for the western Iowa dairy industry. If you have any ques-
tions or needs of WIDA reach out to Brandi or me. Thanks 
and God bless you all through this pandemic. 

A Letter from the President, Eric Van Wyk  
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On January 27, 2020,      

Francisco Rodriguez spoke at 

the annual meeting          

challenging the audience to 

be innovative.  Francisco is a 

dairy consultant for De Laval.  

Francisco’s challenge was to 

look  into new technologies 

and to ensure we utilize our 

staffing needs to their fullest 

potential.  Approximately 100 

people were in attendance at 

the meeting held at The Tri-

ple Box in Orange City.  

Event sponsors allowed for 

us to serve a pre-event social 

hour.  During the meeting, 

we had a re-cap of 2019  

WIDA events.  New board 

members were elected as exit-

ing board members were 

thanked for their service.  

Mitch Schulte from Midwest 

Dairy and  ISDA did a 

presentation  regarding con-

sumer demand and increasing 

dairy product presence in 

Midwest convenience stores.   

of a ruminant animal’s di-

gestive system  Students 

were able to  identify parts 

and the names of the sys-

tem     understand their 

function. They were treat-

ed with cow tails and milky 

ways to end the class.   

STEM fest was held at Dordt 

College by the ISU Extension 

office in Sioux County and 

Dordt.  This was an event for 

4th– 8th grade students.  

About 30 kids were in attend-

ance. Brandi put together an 

interactive class where stu-

dents learned about the parts 

Innovation 2020 

From Cow to Wow 

After the Annual Meeting, 

WIDA elected new members 

to the board.  There was also 

one producer opening.  We 

are lucky to have a full board 

now with two new producer 

members and two new indus-

try partners!  We understand 

being a board member re-

quires time, so we thank all 

past and current members for 

their dedication! The new 

members are:  

Helen Korzec– Meadowvale 

Dairy 

Leroy Eggink– Great       

Heritage Holsteins 

Kari Leonard– Diamond V 

Paul Dykshorn– Kent      

Nutrition 

New Members WIDA Board 

We would like to thank the 

outgoing members from the 

WIDA board for their time 

and service to WIDA as 

board members: 

Ron Smit- Deluxe Feeds 

Evan Metzger– Multi-Rose 

Jerseys 

John Bransten– Midwest 

PMS 
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WIDA Board Members  

Eric Van Wyk– President 

Dykstra Dairy  

 

Jason Brockshus– Vice 

President Brockshus Dairy 

  

Kari Leonard– Secretary 

Diamond V  

  

Adam Maassen—Treasurer  

Maassen Dairy  

 

Anna Van Ess                 

Van Ess Dairy  

  

Dan Koenen                   

Post Equipment  

  

Eric Metzger                  

Summit Farm  

  

Kia Nystrom          

Boehringer Ingelheim  

  

Paul Dykshorn               

Kent Nutrition  

  

Kevin Vander Stoep       

City View Farms   

  

Leroy Eggink               

Great Heritage Holsteins  

 

Helen Korzec               

Meadowvale Dairy 

  

Fred Hall ISU Extension 

Dairy Specialist  

   

Mitch Schulte                

ISDA/MDA  

  

Brandi Hansen              

Executive Director 

Francisco 

Rodriguez 



Telling our Agriculture Story 

Membership Renewal 

King Fields Questions about Dairy 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

In representation of both 

WIDA and ISDA, Eric Van 

Wyk and Lee Maassen      

attended dairy legislative day 

at the Iowa state capitol in 

Des Moines to tell the story 

of dairy and what that meant 

for legislative issues at the 

capitol in 2020.  Issues dis-

cussed was the need for 

broadband in rural areas, the 

continued promise of good 

stewardship and support for 

clean water, the need for 

quality employees, and also 

dairy product labeling.  Eric 

and Lee had a chance to meet 

with Senator Randy Feenstra 

and Representative Skylar 

Wheeler while at the capitol.  

Their meetings were also held 

with approximately 10 other 

representatives and senators.  

The meetings were followed 

by the Agriculture Leadership 

dinner hosted by Iowa’s    

Secretary of Agriculture, Mike 

Naig.   

Hansen was present and 

questioned what is being 

done in Washington         

regarding the workforce 

shortage due to record low 

unemployment rates. King 

suggested there should be 

more focus on utilizing the 

workforce that is available.  

He was also asked what    

protection he is working on 

for the defense of diary and 

the scrutiny the industry is 

facing regarding livestock and 

greenhouse gasses. King  

responded that methane di-

gesters should be utilized.  He 

then proceeded to give a 

campaign updates.   

On February 17, 2020,     

Representative Steve King 

held an agriculture town hall 

meeting at Northwest Iowa 

Community College.  King 

discussed the USMCA and 

promoted the ethanol      

industry.  He also fielded 

questions from the audience.  

WIDA director, Brandi   

We are  renewing      mem-

berships for the 2020 year!  If 

you still need to   renew, con-

tact Brandi for a membership 

form, or go to our website at 

www.wiadairy.com and find a 

form there!  Contact        

info@wiadairy.com with 

more questions! 
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Pictured Left-Right: Mitch Schulte ISDA, Lee 

Maassen, Rep. Wheeler, Eric Van Wyk 

Save the Date! 
June Dairy Month Open 

House will be hosted     

June 4, 2020 at Perry Creek 

Dairy in Merrill, IA from 

4pm-8pm.  We want to 

thank the Feuerhelm family 

for hosting us this year!  

Keep your eye out for more 

information!  



400 Central Avenue 

Suite 900 

Orange City, IA 51041 

Phone: 712-441-5308 

E-mail: info@wiadairy.com 

Working Together. Taking a Stand. Partnering 
for Progress. 

Western Iowa Dairy Alliance 

2019 Industry Partner Members 
Thank You to all the industry partners who have renewed their membership for 2020 to date! If you want to ensure your company is listed 

for 2020, visit www. wiadairy.com, contact Brandi at 712-441-5308, or email info@wiadairy.com 

2019 Gold Members 

2019 Silver Members 

2019 Bronze Members 

American Agco Trading Company 

American State Bank 

Associated Milk Producers Inc.  

Bakker Consulting 

Cooperative Farmers Elevator 

Dairy Farmers of America 

Fabers Farm Equipment 

Franken Custom 

Freeburg Hay Company 

DPS Production Services, Inc. 

Hull Co-op Association 

Iowa Area Development Group 

Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative  

Iowa State Bank 

JPW Nutrition 

Kroese & Kroese 

Lyon REC  

Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative 

North West REC 

Nutrient Advisors 

Post Equipment 

Mid America/Select Sires 

ProAg Engineering, Inc. 

Sioux Automation Center, Inc.  

Trans Ova Genetics 

Tri-State Calf Products, Inc 

Tri-State Ready Mix 

Vita Plus 

Adisseo 

Jochum Agri Service 

Ag Lab Express 

Central Valley Dairy Supply 

Extended Ag Services 

Farmers Mutual Insurance 

Gorter's Clay & Dairy Equipment 

LG Everist Inc 

Midwest PMS 

Milk Specialist Global 

Peoples Bank 

Primebank 

Sheldon Livestock 

WILLIAM KLOK HOOF TRIMMING Schreier Pumping Inc 

Popkes Car Inc. 


